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July 19, 2015 

President Obama and his daughters saw Hamilton on 
Broadway 

It’s nearly impossible to get tickets to Hamilton on Broadway right now — unless, of course, you’re 
Barack Obama. 

President Obama and his daughters, Sasha and Malia, caught a matinee performance Saturday of the hit 
musical with the show’s creator and star Lin-Manuel Miranda. (Miranda’s understudy, Javier Muñoz, 
performed instead.) The show itself tells the life story of Alexander Hamilton and other founding fathers, 
with a racially diverse cast and a hip-hop score. 

“It was a real kick to see the first three presidents of the United States onstage while sitting with the 
current president,” Miranda told The New York Times. “He’s in that line.” 

During intermission, the president visited with the cast backstage, and White House spokesman Eric 
Schultz said that Obama thought the play was “fabulous.”  

http://artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/07/18/starring-on-broadway-obama-and-alexander-hamilton/?_r=0


July 18, 2015 

At hot-ticket 'Hamilton,' Obama finds a story like his own 

(CNN)An island-born boy, whose father left early, grew to become one of the most influential men in 
the country. 
It's President Barack Obama's story, but also Alexander Hamilton's, whose biography has been 
translated into an audacious musical heralded as a turning point for American theater. Obama attended 
a matinee performance in New York on Saturday with his daughters. 

Already viewed by the likes of Hillary Clinton, Dick Cheney, and first lady Michelle Obama, "Hamilton" is 
unorthodox in its telling of Alexander Hamilton's life. The mostly African-American and Latino actors -- 
including creator and title star Lin-Manuel Miranda, born to Puerto Rican immigrants -- look nothing like 
traditional depictions of the white men who founded the country. 

So, too, does the show's hip-hop score reflect a contemporary sound more akin to Outkast than Oscar 
Hammerstein -- perhaps a reason why Obama, who tweeted this month his favorite song of the moment 
was Outkast's "Liberation," chose to see it. 

Tickets to "Hamilton" have been hard to come by after critics swooned during an off-Broadway run. 
Celebrities and New York tastemakers packed the Public Theater in the East Village nightly before the 
show moved to Broadway this month. It's already sold more than 200,000 tickets for an open-ended run 
at the Richard Rogers Theater. 

The musical has attracted a stream of political heavyweights, eager to see a predecessor portrayed on 
stage. The first lady saw it back in April. 

Another U.S. President, Bill Clinton, attended a performance in March with wife Hillary, now the 
Democratic presidential frontrunner, and their daughter Chelsea. 



After Cheney, the former vice president, and his wife Lynne attended, the musical's creator couldn't 
help drawing the obvious comparison between the Republican and a character in his show, former vice 
president Aaron Burr, who famously shot and fatally wounded Hamilton in a duel. 

"Dick Cheney attended the show tonight," Miranda wrote. "He's the OTHER vice-president who shot a 
friend while in office." 

For Obama, the parallels are more apparent to Hamilton's early life, before he entered public life. 
Hamilton was born out of wedlock on Nevis, in the Caribbean; his father abandoned his family when 
Hamilton was young. 

Obama was also born on an island, Hawaii's Oahu, and his parents separated soon after he was born. His 
father moved away and the future president met him again only once, when he was 10 years old. 
Both spent chunks of their childhoods outside of the United States; Hamilton on various islands in the 
West Indies, and Obama in Indonesia, where his mother worked as an anthropologist. 
The two even graduated from the same college: in the 1770s it was called King's College, now it's 
Columbia University in New York. 

Hamilton was the youngest of the Founding Fathers and became the country's first Treasury Secretary in 
his early thirties. Obama was also young for his job -- at 47, he was the fifth youngest man to be elected 
president. 

But those biographical analogues aren't stopping Obama from moving to diminish Hamilton's most 
prominent memorial: his face on the $10 bill. 

The administration announced earlier this summer it would put a woman on a new version of the 
sawbuck, though they haven't chosen who she'll be. The Treasury Department says Hamilton will still 
have a place on the note, either on a separate version of the bill or in a smaller portrait on the back. 
Backlash against the decision to bump Hamilton was swift; Ben Bernanke, the former chairman of the 
Federal Reserve, said he was "appalled." 

The decision seemed doubly offensive since the face on the $20 note, President Andrew Jackson, is 
remembered mostly for his forced displacement of Native Americans and for killing another man in a 
duel. 

Hamilton, mused some of his fans, was being demoted, perhaps for his status as the most influential 
founder never to be president. The White House says Obama bears no ill will toward Hamilton. 
Miranda's unorthodox telling of an 18th century life seemed to entertain Obama when he watched the 
show's creator perform an early version of the score at a 2009 White House poetry slam. 

"Ten dollar Founding Father without a father got a lot farther by working a lot harder, by being a lot 
smarter, by being a self-starter," Miranda rapped in the East Room, drawing an amused smile from the 
President. 

After Miranda, who was singing as Hamilton's killer Aaron Burr, completed his final line -- "I'm the damn 
genius that shot him!" -- Obama was the first to jump up for a standing ovation. 

http://money.cnn.com/2015/06/22/news/bernanke-appalled-ten-bill/


Starring on Broadway, Obama and Alexander Hamilton 
July 18, 2015 

The hottest ticket in town got that much hotter on Saturday afternoon when President Obama and his 
daughters, Sasha and Malia, arrived at the Richard Rodgers Theater for the matinee of “Hamilton.” 

The show, a hip-hop telling of the story of Alexander Hamilton and the other founding fathers 
performed by a cast of mostly black and Latino actors, has racked up some of the largest advanced 
sales in Broadway history and drew a bipartisan Who’s Who of political figures to its earlier run at the 
Public Theater, including Bill and Hillary Clinton and Dick and Lynne Cheney. 

But a sitting president— and the first African-American chief executive, to boot — was the Big One. 

“Everything that could have happened for this show has happened, and today is the capstone,” the 
historian Ron Chernow, whose biography of Hamilton inspired the show, said before the performance, 
the musical’s sixth preview. 

“From the beginning,” Mr. Chernow continued. “I’ve really felt like this show has had ‘Obama’s America’ 
written all over it.” 

Excitement ran high well in advance of the arrival of the president’s motorcade under a specially built 
canopy in front of the marquee on West 46th Street, which had been sealed off by the police. 

Lin-Manuel Miranda, the show’s creator and star, recorded abackstage video (later posted on Twitter) of 
the actresses who play the Schuyler sisters singing “We’re going to do a show for Obama!” in tight 
harmony. In the lobby, audience members who went through the tight security screening expressed 
delight at the intersection of real and theatrical history. 

“When I heard Obama was coming, I just said, ‘Oh my God,’ ” said Bill Warner, a retired Internal 
Revenue Service analyst from Las Vegas, who noted that as a student he had mixed cocktails for Richard 
Nixon (Bloody Marys) and Henry Kissinger (extra-dry martinis) while bartending at the Kennedy Center. 

He paused: “Of course, it helps that I support him.” 

As Mr. Obama was ushered to his aisle seat in Row K, the audience applauded thunderously and 
snapped cellphone photos, in open defiance of a recorded warning from George III, played by Jonathan 
Groff. 

When the flashes went off again before the second act, Mr. Miranda — who was sitting out the 
performance as part of a scheduled plan to give his understudy, Javier Muñoz, a chance to get his legs in 
the title role — appealed to a higher authority. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/13/theater/hamilton-heads-to-broadway-in-a-hip-hop-retelling.html?ref=topics
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/13/theater/hamilton-heads-to-broadway-in-a-hip-hop-retelling.html?ref=topics
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/28/theater/hamilton-puts-politics-onstage-and-politicians-in-attendance.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/07/08/t-magazine/hamilton-lin-manuel-miranda-roots-sondheim.html
https://twitter.com/Lin_Manuel/status/622520714290155525/video/1


“Patti LuPone is coming for you all!” he shouted from his seat near the president, alluding to Broadway’s 
most famous anti-cellphone crusader. 

During the performance Mr. Obama watched attentively, chin often in hand. Presidential head-bopping 
was observed at various points, including during the  cabinet debate between Hamilton and Thomas 
Jefferson, staged as a rap battle. 

But he betrayed no obvious reaction to some of the more politically resonant lines. 

“I turned to look at him when George III, after losing the war, said ‘You won, now you have to lead, good 
luck,’ ” said Elliot Thomson, a filmmaker from Manhattan who was seated across the aisle from the 
president. “He was completely stoic.” 

At intermission, Mr. Obama visited backstage, where he posed for photographs with the cast and 
praised Mr. Muñoz as “Eminem meets Hamilton,” Mr. Munoz said later. If he had any suggestions for 
improving the show, which is still being tinkered with in advance of its Aug. 6 opening, the president — 
who had gotten a preview of the opening song when Mr. Miranda performed an early version at the 
White House in 2009 — apparently kept them to himself. 

Mr. Obama stayed through the standing ovation, when Mr. Muñoz, tearing up, stepped to the front of 
the stage. As he left, some in the audience shouted, “Thank you!” 

Mr. Miranda, speaking backstage after the performance, called the afternoon surreal. “It was a real kick 
to see the first three presidents of the United States onstage while sitting with the current president,” 
he said. “He’s in that line.” 

Asked about the moment where George III, incredulous that George Washington was voluntarily giving 
up power after two terms, says that after Washington “they all look small,” Mr. Miranda said, laughing. 

“Even lines spoken by the king of England popped a little differently,” he said. “Everything took on a 
bigger tone today.” 

http://artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/06/23/roses-turn-patti-lupone-responds-to-artsbeat/




 

July 22, 2015 

The Roots to Executive Produce 'Hamilton (Original 
Broadway Cast Recording),' Out This Fall on Atlantic 

Records: Exclusive 

 

Hamilton, the hip-hop musical about the life of Alexander Hamilton that's received rave reviews, has just 
hit Broadway (currently in previews, it officially opens Aug. 6 at the Richard Rodgers Theatre) and soon, 
it will be hitting a store near you. 

Billboard has the exclusive announcement that Atlantic Records will releaseHamilton (Original Broadway 
Cast Recording) this fall and will be executive produced by Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson and Tariq 
“Black Thought” Trotter of The Roots. Pre-order will be available Aug. 7 via all digital retailers. 
 
“Ten minutes into Hamilton, though, I was just so stunned. It was such a sucker punch,” 
says Thompson. Hamilton “can be your introduction to hip-hop -- on Broadway. And it’s a valid one. It’s 
a credible one.”  
 

Hamilton is the brainchild of Tony and Grammy Award-winning composer Lin Manuel Miranda, who 
wrote the show's book, music and lyrics while also taking on the starring role. 

http://www.billboard.com/artist/419012/roots/chart










 

July 18, 2015 

'Hamilton' cast 'thrilled' after Obama and his girls see it 

 

A crowd gathers along 8th Avenue in New York, Saturday, July 18, 2015, to watch the presidential 
motorcade pass by as President Barack Obama, his daughters Sasha and Malia, his sister Maya Soetoro-

Ng, her husband Konrad Ng and friends make their way to Richard Rodgers Theatre to attend a 
performance of Hamilton. 

NEW YORK - (AP) -- The current American president took a trip back in time Saturday to visit some of the 
country's early leaders in the hip-hop musical "Hamilton" on Broadway, leaving the young cast jazzed 
and beaming. 

Barack Obama and his daughters caught a Saturday matinee of Lin-Manuel Miranda's celebrated show 
about the first four presidents, the Founding Fathers and especially the nation's first treasury secretary, 
Alexander Hamilton. 



Renée Elise Goldsberry, who plays Angelica Schuyler, told herself to try to slow down. "My breath at the 
start of the show was in my neck," she said, laughing. "Fortunately, there was a lot of prayer happening 
before." 

White House spokesman Eric Schultz said Obama loved the play and pronounced it "fabulous." Added 
Schultz: "He said it lived up to the hype." 

For the performance, 35-year-old Miranda -- who composed the songs, wrote the story and usually plays 
the title character -- wore a dark suit and sat beside the president at the Richard Rodgers Theatre. His 
understudy, Javier Muñoz, played Hamilton. 

 

Secret Service officers stand on the awning of the Richard Rodgers Theatre in New York, Saturday, July 
18, 2015, as President Barack Obama, daughters Sasha and Malia, his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng, her 

husband Konrad Ng, and friends attend a performance of Hamilton. 

"It felt fitting to get to watch the show with the president and his family in attendance. I don't know if I'll 
ever have a thrill like it again," said Miranda. 

It's the first time Obama has seen the full show. Miranda first performed material from what he was 
then called "The Hamilton Mixtape" for a newly elected Obama in 2009. First lady Michelle Obama 
caught it in downtown this spring. 

The musical focuses on the orphan, immigrant roots of "the $10 Founding Father without a father," his 
vices and ambition, and his almost Greek tragedy of a death at the hands of Aaron Burr. 

Director Thomas Kail said the musical in many ways had its origins in Obama's election and the 
commander-in-chief's presence Saturday "put a charge in the atmosphere. It was palpable." 

Kail's instructions to the cast: Do the show, no more, no less. "To honor him and the show, you just do 
the show and let him be a father here with his two daughters," said Kail. 



The president slipped into his seat just before it started and then went onstage at intermission to take a 
private photo with the cast and producers. His presence froze traffic in much of Times Square, with two 
sanitation trucks shutting down all vehicles on 46th Street between Broadway and Eighth Avenue. Many 
cast members gathered onstage after the theater was empty, sharing high-fives and beaming. 

"Hamilton" was a sold-out sensation earlier this year when it debuted off-Broadway, with people paying 
well over 10 times the $120 ticket price and a crush of fans seeking lottery tickets. Celebrities like Tom 
Hanks and Madonna showed up and praised the show for its mix of breezy pop, rap battles, gospel and 
R&B. 

Jonathan Groff, who plays a hysterically foppish King George III, said the whole day was "completely 
surreal." He rode his bike to the theater and "had butterflies in my stomach." He, like the rest of the 
cast, never broke character to acknowledge their special guests. 

The Obamas have been big boosters of Broadway during his presidency. Michelle Obama and daughters 
Sasha and Malia have attended performances of "Memphis," ''Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark," ''Sister 
Act," ''The Trip to Bountiful," ''Motown the Musical" and "The Addams Family." 

The first couple saw Denzel Washington in a revival of "A Raisin in the Sun" last year and "Joe Turner's 
Come and Gone" during a date night in 2009. Michelle Obama and six girlfriends also saw "Fela!" in 
2010. Last weekend, Michelle Obama, her two daughters and her mom caught the Saturday matinee of 
"Kinky Boots." 

Goldsberry recalled hearing that the Obamas had attended "Joe Turner's Come and Gone" and said she 
thought: "I can't imagine what it would be like to be them. Today, I get to be in that blessed club. I will 
talk about it forever. I'm a little taller today." 









 

From Broadway to Obama's ears: Keep Hamilton on the 
ten 

July 17, 2015 

 

Among the 1,319 audience members set to enjoy Saturday’s matinee performance of the 
acclaimed musical “Hamilton” is Barack Obama. The opening number will sing of “the ten-dollar 
Founding Father without a father.” 

Although Obama is certainly well-versed in the life of the extraordinary Alexander Hamilton, the 
President’s few hours in the Richard Rodgers Theatre should provide fresh time for 
contemplating the supremely wrongheaded decision by Treasury Secretary Jack Lew to remove 
Hamilton’s picture from the ten-spot. 

Like Obama, Hamilton barely knew his father and, as happened to Obama, dastardly political 
opponents repeatedly attacked Hamilton’s place of birth (the island of Nevis). 

Both came to New York to study at Columbia College (once called King’s College) and made 
their first mark on the world with their writings, Hamilton with a quill, Obama with a computer. 



Despite his humble start as a penniless, orphaned immigrant from the West Indies, Hamilton 
racked up unmatched stellar achievements, even if he did found the New York Post. 

He was the only New Yorker to sign the Constitution, would pen most of the Federalist Papers 
and through lawyering would help establish precepts of constitutional law that Obama would 
teach law students two centuries later. 

In private life Hamilton founded the Bank of New York, the country’s oldest. As George 
Washington’s first treasury secretary (the first-ever cabinet member), he founded the central 
bank, created the federal budget and taxes, established debt and credit, and founded both the 
customs service and Coast Guard. 

 

Believe it or not, all of this and more is wonderfully presented on stage to rousing song. 

Lew is pursuing the noble objective of placing the first image of a woman on U.S. currency. For 
speed and bureaucratic convenience, he has chosen to dump Hamilton from the ten while 
leaving Andrew Jackson on the twenty. 

Put the two men head-to-head and the call as to who should go is a no-brainer. 

Hamilton was an abolitionist who never owned slaves. He helped found a college for Indians 
(today’s Hamilton College). 

Jackson was a slave owner and Indian killer. He hated paper money, despised banks and shut 
the Bank of the United States. 



Enjoy the show, Mr. President, while recognizing that it’s an uplifting stars-and-stripes 
production because it’s about a genuine American giant. Then recall “Bloody Bloody Andrew 
Jackson,” the Broadway flop and horror show. Which is what exiling Hamilton and preserving 
Jackson would be. 

 



 

July 20, 2015 

Obama Takes Daughters to See Hamilton on Broadway 
Nabbing hard to get Broadway tickets must be a lot easier when you're president 

 

Nabbing hard-to-get Broadway tickets is a little easier when you’re president. President Obama took his 
daughters Malia and Sasha to a performance of the sold-out musical Hamilton during a family trip to 
New York Saturday. 

The show, which tells the story of Alexander Hamilton to a hip-hop score, has received rave reviews. But 
even the president’s appearance wasn’t enough to get Lin-Manuel Miranda, the show’s writer and star, 
on stage on his previously scheduled off day. An understudy performed instead. 

Still, Miranda says it was great to have Obama attend the performance. “It was a real kick to see the first 
three presidents of the United States onstage while sitting with the current president,” he told The New 
York Times. “He’s in that line.” 

 

http://artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/07/18/starring-on-broadway-obama-and-alexander-hamilton/?_r=0
http://artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/07/18/starring-on-broadway-obama-and-alexander-hamilton/?_r=0
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