FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MARCH 6, 2017
PORTUGAL. THE MAN PARTNERS WITH CREATIVE AGENCY WIEDEN+KENNEDY TO RELEASE INTERACTIVE NEW SINGLE
“FEEL IT STILL” 

BAND ADDRESSES LONG AWAITED NEW ALBUM

NORTH AMERICAN HEADLINE TOUR KICKING OFF MARCH 9TH
“FEEL IT STILL” AVAILABLE NOW AT ALL DSPS AND STREAMING SERVICES HERE
WATCH “FEEL IT STILL” VIDEO HERE
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Atlantic recording group Portugal. The Man has partnered with global creative agency Wieden+Kennedy to launch the interactive companion video for “Feel It Still,” the first single from their long awaited new album, which the band addresses below. Premiered earlier today via Noisey, the visual acts as an interactive toolkit for social injustice. Watch the “Feel It Still” video here. “Feel It Still” is available at all DSPs and streaming services: https://atlantic.lnk.to/fitptmID. The band kicks off their North American headline tour on March 9th in Boise, ID. For complete details, please visit www.portugaltheman.com/tour-dates. 

“We worked with so many rad people on this album, but ended up with just the four of us in a basement at 4am trying to say something that mattered. Trying to write music that would help people feel they’re not alone, even if they’re angry or feeling lost. This video is our way of saying that we’re all in this together.” – John Gourley, lead singer
Throughout the video (directed by Ian Schwartz and fourclops ::) at Prettybird), viewers are encouraged to find hidden Easter eggs designed to help #theresistance movement, including a direct dial to the White House, a video explaining the legal rights of protestors, donation sites for Planned Parenthood and the ACLU, custom-designed protest posters, and stencil kits for resistance graffiti. The video was built on the Wirewax interactive video platform.
“This project came at an interesting time where music and culture and politics are coming together in a way we haven’t seen in decades.” commented Wieden+Kennedy Creative Director, Jason Kreher. “We loved the idea of presenting the apathetic, decadent rebel just for kicks from the song against a hidden message of resistance… you know, like a ‘this is for the people out there who are still feeling something; here is a real, practical laundry list of ways you can get out there and fight injustice.’” 
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About Wieden+Kennedy

Wieden+Kennedy, founded in Portland, Oregon, in 1982, is an independent, privately held global creative company with offices in Amsterdam, Delhi, London, New York City, Portland, São Paulo, Shanghai and Tokyo. Wieden+Kennedy has helped build some of the strongest global brands, including AB InBev, Coca-Cola, Delta Air Lines, Honda, Nike, Procter & Gamble, Samsung and Verizon. 

www.wk.com 

* * *

Everything You Need To Know About Portugal. The Man’s New Album:
Well, we’re two full months into 2017 and the world continues to burn like an avalanche of flaming biohazard material sliding down a mountain of used needles into a canyon full of rat feces. But hey, it’s not all bad: Portugal. The Man has a new album coming out called Woodstock. 

PTM’s last album came out over three years ago—a long gap for a band who’ve dropped roughly an album a year since 2006. And in true, prolific band fashion, they’ve spent almost every minute since 2013 working on an album called Gloomin + Doomin. They created a shit-ton of individual songs, but as a whole, none of them hung together in a way that felt right. Then John Gourley, PTM’s lead singer, made a trip home to Wasilla, Alaska, (Home of Portugal. The Man’s biggest fan, Sarah Palin) and two things happened that completely changed the album’s trajectory. 

First, John got some parental tough love from his old man, who called John on the proverbial carpet or dogsled or whatever you put people on when you want to yell at them in Alaska. “What’s taking so long to finish the album?” John’s dad said. “Isn’t that what bands do? Write songs and then put them out?” Like fathers and unlicensed therapists tend to do, John’s dad cut him deep. The whole thing started John thinking about why the band seemed to be stuck on a musical elliptical machine from hell and, more importantly, about how to get off of it. 

Second, fate stuck its wiener in John’s ear again when he found his dad’s ticket stub from the original 1969 Woodstock music festival. It seems like a small thing, but talking to his dad about Woodstock ’69 knocked something loose in John’s head. He realized that, in the same tradition of bands from that era, Portugal. The Man needed to speak out about the world crumbling around them. With these two ideas converging, the band made a seemingly bat-shit-crazy decision: they took all of the work they had done for the three years prior and they threw it out.  

It wasn’t easy and there was the constant threat that the band's record label might have them killed, but the totally insane decision paid off. With new, full-on, musical boners, the band went back to the studio—working with John Hill (In The Mountain In The Cloud), Danger Mouse (Evil Friends), Mike D (Everything Cool), and longtime collaborator Casey Bates (The one consistent producer since the first record). In this new-found creative territory, the album that became Woodstock rolled out naturally from there.

Remember that mountain of burning needles we were talking about? Good. Because Woodstock is an album (Including the new single “Feel It Still”) that—with optimism and heart—points at the giant pile and says, “Hey, this pile is fucked up!” And if you think that pile is fucked up too, you owe it to yourself—hell, to all of us—to get out there and do something about it.
# # #
For additional news and information, please visit www.portugaltheman.com.
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