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Never underestimate the power of words scribbled in a notebook. 
For all of his hard-hitting rhymes, knockout ad-libs, and bludgeoning bars, Foogiano ultimately derives his lyrical style from a lifelong penchant for poetry, having scrawled his thoughts on paper as poems since childhood. The Greensboro, GA rapper rips through meticulous wordplay with hard-earned wisdom and stories straight from the streets.
Amassing 500 million total global streams, receiving critical acclaim, and signing to Gucci Mane’s 1017 and Atlantic Records, those words practically burn up the page on his 2020 mixtape Gutta Baby and 2022 deluxe Gutta Baby: Reloaded. 
“You get a message from every song,” he states. “I’m from the streets for real. Fame doesn’t enthuse me at all. I’m out here for my kids. I’m not talking about outside topics; I’m talking about myself. You get a message from every song. My music is really me. I’ve got so much shit to say I’ll never run out.”
He has no shortage of experiences to draw from either. 
Facing tough circumstances, he lived with his mom, three brothers, and one sister as a kid. He found himself in and out of juvenile detention centers before moving in with his grandma at 15-years-old. At the same time, he met his dad and three of his siblings for the first time in Athens, GA. 
Between playing basketball and getting in trouble, he penned poetry as a way to process “the way I grew up in the streets and what I was going through with my friends,” as he says.  Simultaneously, his “new” older brother urged him to rap. 
Nevertheless, this admittedly “rough background” came to a head when he wound up in prison for three years. Instead of succumbing to defeat, he sharpened his mind behind bars. Not only did he spend countless hours rapping, but he also read everything he could get his hands-on, favoring books such as Monster and The Cartel series. 
“If I put all of the time together, I was in jail for a total of ten years,” he sighs. “I read so many books and wrote as many songs as I could. That was the thing. It’s also where I got my name. I was always known as ‘Foo’ since I was a little kid, but my cell mate said I had exotic features, so he called me ‘giano’. I just put them together.”
From the moment he returned to the world, his brother, cousin, and friend Dinero all pushed him to focus on music. During 2017, he dropped the Gutta Baby mixtape followed by Gutta Baby 2 [2018] and Gutta Baby 3 [2019]. With nothing to lose and a possible $10,000 prize, he submitted himself for the Authentic Empire Music Group Rap Competition. Foogiano ultimately won the grand prize with a freestyle of “Molly.” 
Major labels came calling, but Atlantic Records felt like the perfect home—especially with Gucci Mane also in his corner.
“I walked out the door at Atlantic, and Wop called,” he says. “Whenever he talks, I’m all ears. He got through struggle to get here. I’ve learned so much from him.”
In 2020, Foogiano came out swinging. He served up “TRAPPER” and a Remix featuring Lil Baby in addition to appearing among the rap stars featured on Gucci Mane’s blockbuster SO ICY series of 1017 compilations, contributing such fan favorites as “Free Foo,” “Dead In Miami,” Big Scarr’s RIAA gold certified “SoIcyBoyz 2 (Feat. Pooh Shiesty, Foogiano & Tay Keith),” and “6 Months (Feat. Pooh Shiesty),” the latter included on the recent SO ICY GANG: THE REUP. 
First released November 26, 2020, GUTTA BABY debuted at #1 on Billboard’s “Heatseekers Albums” chart, fueled by such breakthrough hits as “First Day In LA (Feat. Pooh Shiesty),” “Trapper (Remix) (Feat. Lil Baby),” and the RIAA platinum certified smash, “Molly (Remix) (Feat. DaBaby),” generating over 17 million official video views and 70 million global streams to date.
“That’s me,” he smiles. “I’m going straight in and telling you where I come from, what I’m doing, and who I am.”
Known as “Da Mayor” of the streets, Foogiano’s words are timeless.
“I just want you to know I’m real,” he leaves off. “I’ve lost nine friends over the years, so I’m talking about my people, my hood, and my family. That’s what I give a shit about. I promise you’ll never meet another person like me. I’ll be myself no matter what.”
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