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“We baccccccck!!!!,” Rico Nasty says of her new single “PEPPER,” out today, produced by 
frequent collaborator Kenneth Blume (previously known as KennyBeats). The song was 
recently teased earlier this month on Kenny’s instagram – grabbing the attention of fans familiar 
with their chemistry on the Anger Management mixtape in 2019 and her punk-rap fused hit 
“SMACK A BITCH” from debut album Nightmare Vacation in 2020.  
 
“Shout out to the DMV for that eight count – we listened to a bunch of Baby Jamo and 
SlimeGetEm,” Rico notes of the track. “I opened up to Kenny  about how living in California 
made me feel like I lost the essence of trap music so I tapped into some of the artists I was 
listening to and just made a Rico version. When we made it, it wasn’t supposed to come out 
because it was almost like a warm up record. After playing it for a lot of friends and playing it on 
some nights out, I realized it was much more than that. This song was just all around fun to 
make and I missed working with Kenny and watching the songs be built from start to finish.  

 

https://riconasty.lnk.to/PEPPER
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpeXv2BbvpY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VjZjclSI1oj_4ZNMl8W3YuMItCpY0pyp/view?usp=sharing


“PEPPER” follows LETHAL released earlier this year on Fueled by Ramen (Atlantic Music 
Group) and was executive produced by GRAMMY nominated producer Imad Royal. The album 
features all the hallmarks of a Rico Nasty record – female rage, heavy guitars, humor – but 
there are also notes of femininity, introspection and a more complex framing of all the angles of 
Rico – the performer, the mother, the adult. The deluxe version of her new album titled 
LETHAL-ER will release before the year ends, continuing Rico’s journey as the rap world’s 
biggest rockstar.  
 
Rico Nasty is known for her own particular brand of rage-rap and for her outrageous on-stage, 
online, volume-up persona. But as she grew up, she started to feel trapped by the character she 
created. LETHAL is a reckoning of who Rico is at 27 with the trap-pop teen persona she 
created more than a decade ago. The album is preceded by lead single “TEETHSUCKER 
(YEA3X)”- a headturning statement of intent that Billboard praised, writing “Rico Nasty has 
always felt a bit ahead of the times, and this could be the moment the mainstream finally syncs 
up with her.” Rico followed the track with the sticky, hook-laced trap-pop of “ON THE LOW” and 
the more recent, playfully sophisticated combination of  “BUTTERFLY KISSES” & “CAN’T WIN 
EM ALL.”  
 
This summer, Rico Nasty performed a stunning, raw set for NPR’s Tiny Desk along with a 
performance of the buoyant and radiant “CRASH” for Jimmy Kimmel Live! and recently 
wrapped up her tour in Los Angeles at The Fonda earlier this month, bringing out special 
guests including Hayley Williams, Teezo Touchdown and Molly Santana. 
 

Praise for LETHAL 
 

“explosive, expansive and razor-sharp, a sonic evolution that fuses her iconic “sugar trap” roots with 
searing rap-rock chaos and surprising softness."  

- Billboard 
 

"Fierce" 
- Variety 

 
“One of the premier rappers of her generation” 

- Rolling Stone 
 

"Rico Nasty gives us glimpses of a rap rockstar with no intentions of slowing down." 
- Paste Magazine 

 
"Rico Nasty’s new era is shaping up to be electrifying...Full of charisma and unpredictable in a totally 

unique way, Rico Nasty is at her best when she’s controlling her own destiny." 
- Consequence 

 
“Rico Nasty turns up the heat…reminding fans why she’s an original rage-rap iconoclast” 

- BET 
 

https://riconasty.lnk.to/TEETHSUCKERYEA3x
https://riconasty.lnk.to/TEETHSUCKERYEA3x
https://youtu.be/UrCt16EthNM?si=f1iwQxMgAVrkMous
https://riconasty.lnk.to/butterfly-kisses
https://riconasty.lnk.to/cwea
https://riconasty.lnk.to/cwea
https://youtu.be/kfUcI82SZv4?si=jGLKeDQrSURkWmeV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ssB_-RSHBs


"‘Lethal’ is one of her most wide-ranging projects yet, from her rock-oriented abrasion to the sweeter, 
brighter sounds of her trademark sugar trap, to dark, moody rap songs done in the way that only Rico 

Nasty can. " 
- Brooklyn Vegan 

 
Alongside the new record, Rico will make her acting debut in Apple TV+ & A24’s Margo’s Got 
Money Troubles, created by David E. Kelley and based on the 2024 novel by Rufi Thorpe. 
Rico will star alongside Elle Fanning, Michelle Pfieffer, Nicole Kidman, Nick Offerman, 
Lindsey Normington & more. 
 
From the moment she arrived, Rico Nasty stood out. Since her breakthrough as a teenager from 
PG County, Maryland with her own signature blend of bubbly melodies, rage raps, and 
skull-rattling beats, the artist born Maria Kelly has been an iconoclastic presence in the rap 
game. She’s been drawn from the jump to the juxtaposition of hard and soft, countering her 
sweet-and-sour Sugar Trap sound with the kind of vocal cord-shredding mosh-rap you hear 
everywhere today. Back then, label executives called her weird for songs like 2018’s 
paradigm-shifting “Smack A Bitch,” which kicked open the doors to a dominant new era of 
“rapper as rockstar.” At a time when female rappers dressed like WWE wrestlers, Rico was 
serving Sex Pistols meets Rainbow Brite. But for Rico, the aesthetic wasn’t a costume or a 
phase. It’s one thing to dress like a rockstar — to be a rockstar is another. 
 
Scan your favorite new rap playlist and you’ll hear a generation of up-and-coming artists 
inspired by Rico’s balance of high-femme trap-pop and nu-metal rage rap. But around the time 
of her last record, 2022’s Las Ruinas, the innovator felt trapped: “I was caught in the space of 
wanting to be understood by the masses, but also recognizing that maybe I’m not supposed to 
be.” She’d started to feel pigeonholed by her own outré persona, which hadn’t changed much 
since she’d stepped into the role of Rico Nasty as a teen. “I felt like I was living in character,” the 
27-year old admits today. “And when I first started, that was the whole idea of it — but that gets 
exhausting.” Backstage at last year’s headlining tour, she caught a glimpse of herself in the 
mirror dressed as a teenage raver. “No shade, but dude, you’re 26,” she recalls thinking. “When 
are you going to grow up?” 
 
So began Rico Nasty’s year of reckoning, which began as a conscious free-fall. “I just 
completely let life take me: letting myself indulge in things that made me excited, living real life 
experiences,” she says. She cleared her closet of the things that made her feel stuck at age 19, 
ditching the Demonia boots for grown-and-sexy heels. She dove deep into books, deleted social 
media from her phone, and started taking therapy seriously. For years, she’d withstood label 
pressure to give her songs more pop appeal or hop on passing trends. Now, working on the 
songs that would become LETHAL, Rico felt like she had back in the Sugar Trap days, before 
she’d known how bittersweet the industry could be. In short, she says: “I reconnected to myself.” 
 
Meanwhile she’d parted ways with her entire management team, flying solo until an opportunity 
to perform with Paramore in summer 2023 introduced her to her new team. Rico had been 
signed to Atlantic Records since 2018, but dreamed of being “somewhere a little bit more edgy, 
where I had more space to grow and be whoever I felt like being.” When her new team 



mentioned Fueled By Ramen, the alternative label who launched bands like Fall Out Boy and 
Panic! at the Disco into the mainstream, Rico panicked that she’d be misunderstood: “I’m a 
rapper, and I want to be remembered as a rapper.” Instead, the label instructed Rico to stay true 
to no one but herself. 
 

CONNECT WITH RICO NASTY: 
WEBSITE | INSTAGRAM | X | FACEBOOK  

 
 
 

https://www.riconastymusic.com/
https://www.instagram.com/riconasty/?hl=en
https://x.com/rico_nastyy?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/RicoNasty#

